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This examination paper consists of FOUR sections (A, B, C and D). Students 

must answer ALL sections on a separate sheet of paper. The marks for each 

section appear between brackets.  
 

Section A: Read well the following passage and then answer ALL the 

questions that follow. 

 

 “Most registering unemployed persons are in search of jobs requiring low qualifications 

or skills such as clerical, sales and elementary occupations” (Debono, 2012, p3). 

Indeed, unemployment is inversely correlated with qualifications (Eurostat, 2015e). 

Data emanating from research among inactive persons show that personal 

circumstances such as disability increase considerably the difficulties of finding and 

retaining a job (ETC, 2005a). On the other hand, whereas graduate unemployment is 

minimal, it appears to be slowly on the increase particularly among recent University of 

Malta graduates. Graduates who are not currently in paid employment stopped working 

or chose not to start working largely due to caring responsibilities or to continue their 

studies (NCPE, 2006a,p30). 

Adapted from Sociology of the Maltese Islands (Briguglio M. & Brown M.) pg 224 

Questions 

1. In times of recession, a lot of people are unemployed. Explain the word 

unemployment and give three reasons why there can be unemployment in a 

country. (5) 

 

2. On mentioning equity at work we realise that not everyone has equal opportunities. 

Mention two social groups which do not benefit from equal opportunities at the 

workplace, and give three reasons for this. (5) 

 

3. (a)  What are industrial relations?                                                         (2) 

(b) Mention the social partners. (3) 

                     

4. What is the role of the trade unions? Mention three trade unions found in 

Malta. (5) 

 

5. Nowadays we speak about job mobility.  Explain this process by giving 

examples. (5) 

 

(25 marks)  
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Section B: Read well the following passage and then answer ALL the questions 

that follow. 

 
People think they know everything about slavery in the United States, but they don’t. 

They think the majority of African slaves came to the American colonies, but they didn’t. 

They talk about 400 years of slavery, but it wasn’t. They claim all Southerners owned 
slaves, but they didn’t. Some argue it was all a long time ago, but it wasn’t. 

Slavery has been in the news a lot lately. From the discovery of the auction of 272 

enslaved people that enabled Georgetown University to remain in operation to 
the McGraw-Hill textbook controversy over calling slaves “workers from Africa” and 

the slavery memorial being built at the University of Virginia, Americans are having 

conversations about this difficult period in American history. 
 

 
Adapted from: http://www.newsweek.com/slavery-america-popular-misconceptions-627229  6/19/17 – October 2017 

 
Questions 

1. With what term do we refer to inequalities in society? Mention three factors that 

can lead to such inequalities. (5) 

 

2. Mention five factors with which social inequalities can be decreased. (5) 

 

3. There are various types of social stratification within societies. Mention two types 

of social stratification and explain one of them.          (5) 

 

4. What does the term social mobility mean? Do you think that social mobility exists 

in Maltese society? Give reasons for your answer. (5) 

 

5. Poverty is evident in some social classes. What is the difference between absolute 

poverty and relative poverty? (5) 

(25 marks) 

Section C: Answer ALL the following questions. 

1. Mention the three branches of power within a democracy. Explain one of 

them. (5) 

 

2. By giving examples explain how and who can be a victim of social exclusion. (5) 

 

3. Nowadays, mass media has become an integral part of our lives. Give three 

functions of mass media, and explain one of them. (5) 

 

4. Youths have a lot of educational opportunities both in Malta and abroad. As a youth, 

mention three educational organisations you can join and state why it is important 

for youths to enrol within such experiences. (5) 

 

5. Explain how a person can enjoy a healthy lifestyle. (5) 

 

(25 marks) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/17/us/georgetown-university-search-for-slave-descendants.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2015/10/23/450826208/why-calling-slaves-workers-is-more-than-an-editing-error
http://www.virginia.edu/slaverymemorial/
http://www.newsweek.com/slavery-america-popular-misconceptions-627229
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Section D:  Choose ONE from the following themes and write around 250-275 

words about it. 

 

1. What are the functions of religion in today’s society? 

 

2. Youth culture is often different to the mainstream culture. Discuss. 

  

3. According to Plato, “democracy is a charming form of government, full of variety 

and disorder, and dispensing a sort of equality to equals and unequals alike”. Explain 

in detail the characteristics of a democracy. 

(25 marks) 

 

Total: 100 marks 

 

 


